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By Li Jun, Ningbo Museum
By analyzing the dynasties, geographical presence, types of ware and functions, as w
the historical records of both China and South Korea, this paper aims to explore the mx
approaches and shipping routes of Yue Kiln Celadon Porcelain into Baekje, n
illustrating the important role of Beonsan Peninsula and Jumakdong site on the ship

Analysis of the Yue Kiln Celadon Porcelain Unearthed in Baekjae, South Korea
More than 100 pieces of porcelain wares have been unearthed in Backje, of which
Yue Kiln Celadon Porcelain, Most of the porcelain is found in the then capital Se
Seoul), and the city walls, residence sites, ancient tombs and worshiping sites
neighborhood of Seoul, Woongjin (today’s Kongju), and Sabi (today’s Buyeo), Seoul W
d\elalgeﬂanmudpmvelahm:ﬂnd.ﬂndymsﬁsdd\eYueKﬂnCehdon
roughly coincide with the existence of dynasties in history, i
‘The Yue Kiln Geladon Porcelain unearthed in Baekjae are mainly produced in Ning
of Zhejiang Province, in the middle reaches of Cac'e River of Shangyu City, S
Guyindian Lake in Cixi City. A variety of different wares are found, including
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at that time, in particular the Chinese characters, calligraphy and the Chinese tea culture.

Discussions on related issues
Possible Approaches of Yue Kiln Celadon Porcelain into Baekje Based on its Exchanges with
Ancient China in East Jin Dynasty

The import of Yue Kiln Celadon Porcelain into Baekje should be a result of the frequent
people-to-people exchanges between the two sides, both govemnmental and non-governmental,
instead of via trade or as gifts from the Chinese government. Based on the historical records,
there might be four approaches,

by diplomatic envoys and attaches travelling between Baekje and China

The period has witnessed frequently two-way flows of diplomatic envoys and attaches, The
envoys from Baekje might have bought celadon porcelain wares or received as gifts from their
Chinese counterparts during their visit in China and brought them back home, Likewise,
Chinese envoys in East Jin Dynasty might have brought porcelain wares to Baekje as gifts to
local people.

by monks travelling to Baekje as daily necessities

In East Jin Dynasty, a lot of monks from Baekje travelled to China to leam Buddhist
doctrines, During their journeys, they also brought the porcelain wares they used in China
back to Baekje. This view is evidencedby some Chinese porcelain unearthed in South Korea
proven to be worshiping wares,

by craftsmen sent by the Chinese government to Baekje

The existing Baekje Temple and the tombs of King Muryeong and Seong in South Korea
are similar with the tomb styles in the souther part of China, The above-mentioned fact and
other historical records indicate that China had sent skilled crafismen for many times to Baekje
to teach local counterparts, and they might have taken porcelain wares and other daily
necessities with them,




‘The former residents in Lelang and Daifang Commanderies and in-
Kingdom migrated to the Korean Peninsula and thus formed a Han n
HwangHaeNamDo Shinch Gun at its core, The Yue Kiln Celadon Porcelain d

Kingdoms Period till early East Jin Dynasty discovered in this area could be
immigrants,

Possible Shipping Routes of Yue Kiln Celadon Porcelain into Baekje

New Shipping Route between Baekje and Jiankang (today's Nanjing), Capital q\ Fa
Dynasty

In East Jin Dynasty, as the traditional shipping route was blocked, a new shipp
between Baekje and the southem part of China was explored, starting from Seoul,
and Sabi, traveling along Han River and GeumRiver and then flowing into Ganghwa |
Kunsan Bay, and all the way southward along the eastem coast of Korean Peninsula
the Yellow Sea to reach the mouth of Yangtze River to Jiankang. In the late East Jin D
another "North-to-South” route was established via Shandong Peninsula, across the Ye
to the Ganghwa Bay in the Korean Peninsula,

Beonsan Peninsula and Jumakdong site are not only important worshiping ven
key stop-overs and transfer stations on the shipping routes between Baekje, Japan, Silla

Due to its unique maritime environment and geographical location, Beonsan P
become an ideal stop-over and transfer station for ships travelling between Bael
southemn part of China, as well as an important hub and gateway for long-dis
at that time, The discovery of Jumakdong site and the items inside could prove d
Peninsula was very likely the stop-over and transfer stations for ships from Cl
Silla, or ships from Japan and Silla sailing to China via Baekje. And
be the worshiping venue for crews of those stop-over ships.
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